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ABSTRACT 


An introduction to the Russian phonemic system leads 



to a model classification of verb forms derived from the infinitive 
and present stems o f selected verbs, coi respond °nces between the tvo 
sets of verb forms 'are listed. A brief history of attempts at verb 
classification concentrates on the theory ot Meyer, p erneker, and 
Bloomfield. A complete list of Fussian irreqular verbs is included. 
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ON THE CXASSJ FJCATIONT OF RUSSIAN VERBS ' 

WlPLlAM S. CoUNVX 

YaI.K UNfVJJRSITr 

The phoneme* of Russian arc as follows: 

Consonants: 

E Plain and J palatalized counterparts regardless of the following sound; 
P pj b bj m rnj f fj v vj 
t tj <1 dj n nj ssj z i) 

1 lj r i j 

2. Plain or palatalized depending on the following sound: k g x 

3. Plain only: 

- c 5 l 

4. Palatalized only: 

<5 kb y *J 

Vowels (showing the occurrence of phonemes in various positions): 

In stressed syllables: i e a o u 

Initial, unstressed: i o n u 

Final, and protonic after plain consonant except si: i a u 

Non-final after palatal consonant or s i: i u 

Non-final and non-pi-olonic after plain consonant except k l\ a u 

Stkkss also is phonemic; every word, pronounced in isolation, has a stress on 
one syllable. Russian verbs show three patterns of stress; we eall them A, 13, 
aud C: 

Stress pattern A: stress on the stem of the verb throughout the paradigm. 

Stress pattern B: stress on the endings of the verb throughout the paradigm. 

Stress pattern C: in the present tense, stress on the ending of the 1st sing, 
but on the stem in other forms; in gender forms, stress on the ending in the 
feminine, but on the stem in other forms. 

The Russian ve rb has forms for the infinitive, the present tense, the past tease* 
the imperative, four verbal adjectives (participles), and two verbal adverbs 
(gerunds). 

Each veib form consists of a stem and an ending. Each verb has two stems, 
a phesi'nt stkm and an jatj.n rri vn stkm. 

From the present stem arc formed; 1 
present tense fit/iy.u '] read* 

imperative tfilfiy. ‘JlrndP 

1 In the illustrative examples, d iM ft-pa rates the constituent pnr U of the veil* form (pie* 
fix, stem, predefine nth.1, final). The tre uiripticn used hi re is rnorphophoncinic rail/ r 
than phonemic; vowels are written in their ‘full’ form, hut the actual phonemic value of 
fuch symbols as c- And *o* in unsticsscd syllables can easily he inferred from the, vowel 
table giuo tbuxe. Where a given verb is defective, the musing forms Me supplied from a 
compound nf the sjuuc verb, 

Gi 
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ox Tin; crASsiFir.mox or ufssiax vkiow 



Go 



‘one ^v]lo is reading’ 
'while reading* 

'which is bring read' 

'to road’ 

‘he was reading’ 

'one who has been 
reading' 

'having been reading' 
‘which has been read 
(through)' 

Endings: vhksknt systi,; t Verb forms of the present system consist of 
the I’KKSKNT ssti:ni plus i»Ki:ui;MNi:vn.\L phis final There arc two sets of 
predefine nt inis, giving two conjugations in the present. 
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Conjugation 




1 


2 




1 


2 


SI 


-u- 


-Ju- 2 


- 


njoa.ti 


govorj.il* 


2 


-qo- 4 


-i- 


-5 


njosj.dA 


govorj.f.S 


3 


•qo- 


*i- 


-t 


njosjAl 


govorj.f.t 


PI 


*qo- 


-i- 


-m 


njosj.d.m 


govorj.f.m 


2 


-qo- 


-i- 


-tji 


njosj.d.tji 


govorj.f.tji 


3 


*U- 


-d*, -u- s 


-t 


njos.u.t 


govorj.f.t 


Imp S 


•j»- 


-ji- 


- 


njosj.f 


govurj.f 


Imp P 


-ji- 


-ji- 


dji 


njosj.f.tji 


govorj.f.tji 


prap 


•u- 


-a* 




njos.uif.oy 


govorj.si.Sf jy 


prg 


-ia- 


-jft- 


- 


njosj.d 


govorj.d 


prpp 


*0- 


-i- 


-ni- 


njos.d.m.oy 


lj ubj.f.m.ov 



•The symbol J in 1.1ns prcdcrincntinl represents the following Alternations: 

pj, bj, rn i» fj» vj j>lj, blj, ml j t flj, vlj: Ijuhlj.ti ljubj.i.t 'J love' ~ ‘he loves’ 

<Jj, ij ~ l : vol.ti ^ v6dj.i.t ‘I lead' ~ ‘be lends* 

~ I: proFti 'v prtej.i.t 'I ask' ^ 'he asks’ 
tj h: vjioc.tji vjititj.1.1 'I screw’ ~ 'lie screws’ 
st 3 I£: fi’S.u cistj.i.t ‘1 clean* ■-**■ ‘he clonus* 

idj <-v Ij; y^lj.u ^ yerdj.i.t T travel' ~ 'he travels* 

Other alternation?, fuch ns tj ^ Jo, arc treated ns irregularities. • 

1 Throughout this paper, forms arc written with 'fell 1 vowels (cf. fn. 1); thus njos.ti 'I 
carry' in phono me. ally /njisu/, and gnvorj.d ‘l talk' is /gnvnrju/. We know the vnhi:-s in 
these cases from related forms, such n? njds 'he carried’, p/jvor 'dialect*, rarpr>v6r 'converse- 
lion*. This applies also to the writing of the prcdcrinnitird of the firs 1 - conjugation, where 
we write eg. c it Ay . o. I 'he reads*, phonemically /tildyit/. In tome Ambiguous cases we 
have arbitrarily tinned a full vowel, as in /bjiuV# written bjor.ii ‘I take’. 

•The symbol C| in this p rede sin ential indicates that a preceding plain consonant is re- 
placed by ils pftl.it nil ud countcrpait, and that k and g are replaced by { and l respectively : 
fijos.ti ^ njosj.d.t '1 carry* ^ 'he earrirs’; pjofc.d ^ pjo^.^.t *1 bake* ^ 'he bakes’; mog.d 
rr*5i.o.l *1 can* ^ 'he ran*. 

•The prcdcsincnlial -it- is replaced bv *u. when utislrcescd: govorj.rl.t They talk’, 
but ljuhj.u.t 'they like*. 



present active participle- (prop) iitay.u.lc.oy 

present gorum! (prgl fitriy.it 

present passive participle (p»pp) titay.om.oy 

From the infinitive stem me formed: 
infinitive (itd.t j 

past tense fitii.l 

past active participle (pap) tiMS.f&.oy 



past gerund (pg) 

past passive participle (ppp) 



£ita.f, fild.fsi 
pro.flla.n.oy 



3 



